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GOVERNMENT CODE - GOV

TITLE 8. THE ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT OF COURTS [68070 - 77655]  ( Title 8 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 206. )
CHAPTER 2. The Judicial Council [68500 - 68645.7]  ( Chapter 2 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 206. )

ARTICLE 3. Coordinated Educational Programs for the Judiciary [68551 - 68555.5]  ( Article 3 added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 412. )

  The Judicial Council is authorized to conduct institutes and seminars from time to time, either regionally or on a statewide
basis, for the purpose of orienting judges to new judicial assignments, keeping them informed concerning new developments in the
law and promoting uniformity in judicial procedure. Such institutes and seminars shall include, without being limited thereto,
consideration of juvenile court proceedings, sentencing practices in criminal cases and the handling of traffic cases. Actual and
necessary expenses incurred by superior and municipal court judges at any such institute or seminar shall be a charge against the
county to the extent that funds are available therefor.

(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 931, Sec. 246. Effective September 28, 1998.)

  In carrying out its duties under this article, the Judicial Council may publish and distribute manuals, guides, checklists and
other materials designed to assist the judiciary.

(Added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 412.)

  (a) The Judicial Council shall establish judicial training programs for judges, referees, commissioners, mediators, and others
who are deemed appropriate who perform duties in family law matters.

(b) The training shall include a family law session in any orientation session conducted for newly appointed or elected judges and an
annual training session in family law.

(c) The training shall include instruction in all aspects of family law, including effects of gender, gender identity, and sexual orientation
on family law proceedings, the economic effects of dissolution on the involved parties, and, on and after July 1, 1994, the effects of
allegations of child abuse or neglect made during family law proceedings.

(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 300, Sec. 1. (AB 868) Effective January 1, 2014.)

  To the extent resources are available, the Judicial Council shall provide education on mental health and developmental
disability issues affecting juveniles in delinquency proceedings pursuant to Section 602 of the Welfare and Institutions Code to
judicial officers and, as appropriate, to other public officers and entities that may be involved in the arrest, evaluation, prosecution,
defense, disposition, and postdisposition or placement phases of delinquency proceedings. The education shall include, to the
extent possible, using available resources, information on the early identification of mental illness or developmental disability in
delinquency proceedings, on statutory and case law providing for the assessment or evaluation of minors with mental health
problems or developmental disabilities, on specialized adjudication or disposition procedures, such as mental health courts, that may
apply to these minors, and on appropriate programs, services, and placements for minors with mental health problems or
developmental disabilities, including information on the benefits and detriments of placing minors with mental health problems or
developmental disabilities in secure juvenile justice facilities, such as the Department of the Youth Authority.

(Added by Stats. 2005, Ch. 265, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2006.)

  Notwithstanding subdivisions (f) and (g) of Section 1770, the Judicial Council may grant any judge a leave of absence for a
period not to exceed one year for the purpose of permitting study which will benefit the administration of justice and the individual’s
performance of judicial duties, upon a finding that the absence will not work to the detriment of the court. During a study leave, the
judge shall receive no compensation, nor shall the period of absence count as service toward retirement, but the time of leave shall
not toll the term of office.

(Added by Stats. 1992, Ch. 1199, Sec. 4. Effective September 30, 1992.)

Home Bill Information California Law Publications Other Resources My Subscriptions My Favorites

javascript:submitCodesValues('68551.','34.6.3','1998','931','246', 'id_cb40b2d3-291f-11d9-878a-d40868cd9c22')
javascript:submitCodesValues('68552.','34.6.3','1965','412','', 'id_cb40b2d5-291f-11d9-878a-d40868cd9c22')
javascript:submitCodesValues('68553.','34.6.3','2013','300','1', 'id_92ab4adf-644f-11e3-a7a3-bf206d1f6db2')
javascript:submitCodesValues('68553.5.','34.6.3','2005','265','2', 'id_e6600464-678e-11da-ba5f-82a1c23fd291')
javascript:submitCodesValues('68554.','34.6.3','1992','1199','4', 'id_cb40b2d9-291f-11d9-878a-d40868cd9c22')
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=&title=8.&part=&chapter=2.&article=3.&goUp=Y


68555.
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  (a) The Judicial Council shall establish judicial training programs for individuals who perform duties in domestic violence or
child custody matters, including, but not limited to, judicial officers, referees, commissioners, and if employed by the court, guardians
ad litem, custody evaluators, mediators, and child custody recommending counselors, and others who are deemed appropriate by
the Judicial Council.

(b) (1) The training program described in this section shall be an ongoing training and education program designed to improve the
ability of courts to recognize and respond to child physical abuse, child sexual abuse, domestic violence, and trauma in family
victims, particularly children, and to make appropriate custody decisions that prioritize child safety and well-being and are culturally
sensitive and appropriate for diverse communities.

(2) The training program described in this section shall include a domestic violence session in any orientation session conducted
for newly appointed or elected judges, an annual training session in domestic violence, and periodic updates in all aspects of
domestic violence, including, but not limited to:

(A) Child sexual abuse.

(B) Physical abuse.

(C) Emotional abuse.

(D) Coercive control.

(E) Implicit and explicit bias related to parties involved in domestic violence cases.

(F) Trauma.

(G) Long- and short-term impacts of domestic violence and child abuse on children.

(H) The detriment to children of residing with a person who perpetrates domestic violence.

(I) That domestic violence can occur without a party seeking or obtaining a restraining order, without a substantiated child
protective services finding, and without other documented evidence of abuse.

(J) Victim and perpetrator behavioral patterns and relationship dynamics within the cycle of violence.

(Amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 865, Sec. 4. (SB 331) Effective January 1, 2024.)

  The Judicial Council shall report to the Legislature and the relevant policy committees, on or before January 1, 2025, and
each January thereafter, on the trainings for judicial officers provided pursuant to Section 68555. The report shall include both of the
following:

(a) The titles of the training courses being offered by Judicial Council.

(b) The number of judicial officers that participated in each training.

(Added by Stats. 2023, Ch. 865, Sec. 5. (SB 331) Effective January 1, 2024.)
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